Division of the Chambersburg Chamber of Commerce

Join Dr. Richard Sommers, Dr. James “Bud” Robertson,
Ed Bearss, Robert E. L. Krick, Lt. Col. Ralph Peters,
Chris Calkins, Ted Alexander, and others as we explore
1864 and 1865 battle sites in Richmond, Va.

Hi Folks,
Welcome to our July 2015 seminar, “The End of the War: Richmond, Petersburg, and
Appomattox.” This is one of our must unique seminars ever. We kick it off with a tour of Civil
War sites in Richmond. This includes landmarks such as the Lee Monument on Monument Avenue,
the exquisite murals at the “Battle Abbey” and a special tour at the Museum of the Confederacy
featuring a look at some of the collection that is not on public display.
The official opening of the seminar features an after dinner talk by the “Dean” of Civil War
Historians, the great Dr. James “Bud” Robertson. This will be followed by one of our traditional
“Insomniacs” sessions with Catherine Wright of the Museum of the Confederacy.
Our bus tours on Thursday and Saturday will be some of the most detailed ever given. Master
battlefield trampers Ed Bearss and Robert E. L. Krick will take us to Cold Harbor, where thousands
fell in minutes. Dr. Richard Sommers will share with us the years of scholarship that went into his
book Richmond Redeemed, as we trek the various sites associated with Grant’s Fifth Offensive on
Thursday and Saturday afternoon. On Saturday morning, Ed Bearss will take us to Petersburg with
a look at the legendary “Crater” as well as other sites.
Friday is devoted to talks. This includes speakers such as Lt. Colonel Ralph Peters, Dr. Richard
Sommers, Brig. Gen. John Mountcastle and many others. Friday evening is our annual
Preservation Auction, of which many of the proceeds will be donated to preservation projects
around the Richmond area.
Our grand event will conclude on Sunday with an optional tour of the Appomattox Campaign.
This bus trip will be led by none other than Chris Calkins. He is the leading authority on the
Appomattox Campaign, and he has the awards to prove it.
Oh, did I mention all of the good Southern cookin’ that will be served? This includes a barbecue
buffet Friday night!
We are looking forward to seeing you for four to five days of education, good fellowship, great
food, and fun.
Best wishes,
Ted Alexander
Co-founder and Facilitator
Chambersburg Civil War Seminars

Our Speakers
Ted Alexander is the co-founder and host of our seminars.
He is the author, editor, or contributor to 10 books on the
Civil War and other aspects of American history, and more
than 200 book reviews and articles for publications such as
Civil War Times and The Washington Times. He currently
serves as Chief Historian at Antietam National Battlefield.
Ed Bearss is America’s premier battlefield tour guide and
former Marine. He is the Chief Historian Emeritus of the
National Park Service and is the author of more than 20
books and numerous articles on the Civil War. He was a
commentator on Ken Burn's PBS documentary The Civil
War, the History Channel, and C-SPAN. Ed has been a
mainstay of our organization since 1989.
Chris Calkins worked for the National Park Service for 34
years including Appomattox Court House National Historical
Park. Calkins has served as park manager of Sailor’s Creek
Battlefield Historical State Park for seven years. He has
authored 12 publications including Lee’s Retreat driving tour
that was featured in Life and Southern Living magazines.
John Coski is the historian and director of library and
research at The Museum of the Confederacy. He is the
author of The Confederate Battle Flag: America’s Most
Embattled Emblem, and other books written for the Museum
as well as more than 125 published articles, essays, and
book reviews.
Emmanuel Dabney is an interpretive ranger at Petersburg
National Battlefield. He holds a degree in historic
preservation from Mary Washington University and Master’s
from UNC Greensboro. An authority on the role of U.S.
Colored Troops at Petersburg, he was a commentator on CSpan.
Mike Gorman is a historian at Richmond National Battlefield
and a graduate of the Virginia Military Institute and Virginia
Commonwealth University. Mike founded and maintains the
Civil War Richmond website. He also served as a historical
consultant for the movie Lincoln.
Robert E. L. Krick is one of the leading authorities on the
Civil War in and around Richmond. He is an historian at
Richmond National Battlefield Park and a 28-year veteran of
the NPS serving in places like Little Bighorn Battlefield and
Manassas National Battlefield. His latest book is Staff
Officers in Gray.
Lt. Colonel Ralph Peters is a retired U.S. Army officer,
author and media commentator. He has written 30 works of
fiction and non-fiction. Among them are the critically
acclaimed Civil War novels Cain at Gettysburg and Hell or
Richmond.
Jimmy Price is the historic site manager for Bristoe Station
Battlefield Heritage Park and Ben Lomond Historic Site. His
first book, The Battle of New Market Heights: Freedom Will
Be Theirs by the Sword, was nominated in the nonfiction
category for the 15th annual Virginia Literary Awards. He
recently released The Battle of First Deep Bottom.

S. Waite Rawls III is the executive director of The Museum
and White House of the Confederacy. He has a long career in
volunteering for historical and civic organizations such as
trustee of the Civil War Preservation Trust. A native of
Franklin, Virginia, he received his B.A. at Virginia Military
Institute and advance degrees from the University of Virginia.
Dr. Richard Sommers is the Senior Historian Emeritus at the
U.S. Army Heritage and Education Center and an instructor
at the U.S. Army War College in Carlisle, Pa. He has been a
commentator on C–Span and The History Channel and
recently authored the expanded 150th anniversary edition
Richmond Redeemed: The Siege at Petersburg.
Dr. James “Bud” Robertson is one of the most
distinguished names in Civil War history. He was the exec.
director of the U.S. Civil War Centennial Commission and
worked with Presidents Truman, Kennedy, and Johnson.
Robertson is a charter member of Virginia’s Civil War
Sesquicentennial Commission and is the author/editor of over
20 books. His biography of Gen. Stonewall Jackson won
eight national awards and was used for Gods and Generals,
which he served as the chief historical consultant.
David Ruth is Superintendent of Richmond National
Battlefield Park and has served with the NPS for 42 years at
parks such as Manassas National Battlefield Park and Fort
Sumter National Monument. He is also active with battlefield
preservation.

Ed Sanders has been at Richmond National Battlefield Park
for over 30 years. He has been awarded the NPS’ Northeast
Region’s Excellence in Interpretation award for his work. Ed
also serves as a historic weapons instructor for the NPS
focusing on Civil War small arms and artillery.
Brig. Gen. John “Jack” W. Mountcastle was a career
soldier, commanding tank units in the US, Vietnam, and
Europe. He served as the Army’s Chief of Military History in
Washington D.C. and currently teaches Civil War courses at
the University of Richmond, lectures at the Virginia Historical
Society, and leads tours of Civil War sites.

Jim Dupriest is a native of Richmond and leading authority
of its Civil War history. In 1985 he founded Richmond
Discoveries that is dedicated to preserving the area’s history.
He has also written many tour guide books focused on sites
like Hollywood Cemetery. In 2012, he assisted with
developing Stuart’s Ride for Virginia Civil War Trails.
Catherine M. Wright is the curator at The American Civil
War Museum (formerly the Museum of the Confederacy). She
is the editor of Lee’s Last Casualty: The Life and Letters of
Sgt. Robert W. Parker, Second Virginia Cavalry.

Register Online at:

www.CivilWarSeminars.org
Or register by phone at 717-264-7101 or by mail:
Send below form w/check or credit card information to
Greater Chambersburg Chamber of Commerce
100 Lincoln Way East, Suite A, Chambersburg, PA 17201
For questions contact: lplessinger@chambersburg.org

PRICING & REGISTRATION
Name:_______________________________________________________________
Address:_____________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip:_________________________________________________________
Phone:______________________ E-mail:___________________________________
Credit Card #________________________________________Exp._______CVV_____
□ Visa

Seminar includes:
Bus and walking tours
More than 14 speakers
Book Vendor—Butternut & Blue
Preservation Auction
Breakfast for Homewood Suite
guests
5 lunches and 3 dinners
Refreshments and snacks

□ Master Card □ Discover □ American Express

Seminar registration fee schedule:
____$795 Generals Package (Includes all optional tours)

____$245 Thursday Only

____$635 Members Complete Weekend (7 p.m. Wed thru Sat.
evening)

____$195 Friday Only

____$685 Non-Members Complete Weekend (7 p.m. Wed. thru
Sat. evening)

____$195 Sunday Bus Tour Only (7:30 a.m. to 9 p.m.)

____$150 Wednesday Bus Tour Only (7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.)
____$50 Wednesday Evening Sessions Only (7 p.m. to 10 p.m.)

WANT THE LATEST UPDATES? Subscribe to our monthly
e-newsletter. You’ll be the first to hear about
upcoming seminars, electronic brochures, and more
right to your inbox! Please call 717-264-7101 or email
Lark at lplessinger@chambersburg.org.

____$245 Saturday Only

Optional Bus Tours on July 23 and 27 - Not included in
Complete Weekend Price.

CWRT Member? We offer a special Civil War
Roundtable discount of 10% off when three or
more Civil War Roundtable members register for our
complete weekend package for the same seminar.
Please call 264-7101 for details or email
lplessinger@chambersburg.org.

Payment Policy: Full payment is required to register and is due prior to seminar.
Cancellation Policy: - Seminar registrations cancelled prior to 72 hours before a scheduled seminar are subject to a $50 per person administrative fee;
cancellations received within 72 hours before a scheduled seminar will be charged 50% of the registration fee, including partial registrations.
► Chambersburg Civil War Seminars and Tours, in making arrangements for the transportation, accommodations and other services referred to herein,
acts only as an agent for the owner or operator, and its responsibility is limited to that of an agent. By registering for the Chambersburg Civil War Seminars
with registration form or phone call, participant or those traveling with you agrees to defend, indemnify and save harmless the Greater Chambersburg
Chamber of Commerce, and their agents, servants and employees, from and against any claim, cost, expense for liability (including attorney’s fees),
attributable to bodily injury, sickness, disease, or death, or to damage to or destruction of property (including loss of use thereof) in connection with any
accommodations, transportation or other travel services resulting directly or indirectly from any occurrences or condition beyond our control.
► We reserve the right to make changes in the tours where necessary, due to unforeseen circumstances. We do not like to cancel tours but if we must
cancel due to insufficient participation or other circumstances, our total obligation will be to refund all monies paid to us for the specific event.
► We strive to accommodate all of our seminar participants. If you have ANY dietary restrictions, please tell us during registration so we can make the
appropriate arrangements.
► All photos/videos taken before, during, and after events are the property of Chambersburg Civil War Seminars & Tours. These will used at the discretion
of the organization and may be used for marketing and advertising purposes both online and in print.

Wednesday, July 22
Optional bus tour ($150):
Breakfast Homewood Suites (avail. 6 – 9 a.m.)
7 - 7:30 a.m. - Early Registration at Homewood
Suites
7:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. “Civil War Richmond” Bus & walking tour led by Jim Dupriest
 Bus leaves from Homewood Suites
 Buffet lunch Included
 Buffet dinner included

 The Battle of Chaffin's Bluff, Sept. 29 - Oct.
2, 1864. This battle threw Richmond into the
greatest danger of capture by a Federal field
army of any day of the Civil War. Our tour
will cover how the Bluecoats achieved this
breakthrough and how the Confederates
overcame the odds and saved their capital.
It includes stops at Deep Bottom, New
Market Heights, Fort Harrison, and Fort
Gilmer.

Friday, July 24

Breakfast Homewood Suites (avail. 6 – 9 a.m.)
8:30 a.m. – 6 p.m. - Sessions at Homewood
Sites visited include:
Suites
 Museum of the Confederacy
 Sessions in Presidential Room
 White House of the Confederacy
 Buffet lunch included at Homewood
 “The Battle Abbey” at Virginia Historical Soci Buffet dinner included at Homewood
ety
 St. Paul’s Church “The Church of the Con






federacy”
Historic Hollywood Cemetery
Libby Prison Site
Locations where the movie “Lincoln” was
filmed
Monument Avenue
Southern-style lunch at historic 6th Mt. Zion
Church
And more!

6 p.m. Dinner at Homewood Suites
Complete Weekend Package begins:
7 p.m. - Keynote Speaker: “Whatever Happened to…?” Some Civil War Personalities
and their Checkered Careers after the Guns
Fell Silent” by Dr. James “Bud” Robertson
8:45 p.m. - Insomniacs Session “Mysteries
Revealed: the Use of Modern Technology to
Research Artifacts” by Catherine Wright
Thursday, July 23
Breakfast Homewood Suites (avail. 6 – 9 a.m.)
8 a.m. – 6 p.m. - Tour of Richmond 1864 and
1865 Battle Sites - Bus tour led by Ed Bearss,
Robert E.L. Krick, and Dr. Richard Sommers
 Bus leaves from Homewood Suites
 Lunch included
 Dinner on your own
Tour Description:
 Totopotomoy Creek where Lee’s army slowed
Grant’s advance
 , Haw’s Shop, site of cavalry clash May 28, 1864
 Bethesda Church where Lee failed
 Cold Harbor where thousands fell in minutes

Sessions at Homewood Suites include:
Welcome and “Preserving Richmond”
–Superintendent David Ruth

Richmond. A panel of United States Colored Troops’
scholars will discuss their role.

“Prelude to Appomattox: Life and Death along
the Siege Lines in 1865”
- Brig. Gen. John “Jack” Mountcastle

 We will examine the war’s final months from
the soldiers eye view in the trenches.

“’Winged Victory’: U.S. Grant and the Search
for Success in the Siege of Petersburg”
- Dr. Richard Sommers

 You won’t want to miss this presentation by
the leading scholar on the subject.

“The Confederate Battle Flag: America’s Most
Embattled Emblem”
-John Coski

 Find out the story of the Confederate flag from
the man who wrote the book on it.

6:30 p.m. - BBQ Buffet at Homewood Included
“Summer 1864: The Birth of Modern Warfare”
Following dinner: “Lee and the Defense of
- Lt. Colonel Ralph Peters
Richmond” talk by Ed Sanders

 The campaigns to take Richmond and Petersburg have been viewed by some historians as
precursors to the trench warfare of WWI. Listen
as a top military analyst makes that case.

 Don’t miss this fascinating presentation on
one of the greatest commanders in U.S.
History.

8 p.m.- Annual Luhn Memorial Silent AucBurying the Dead but Not the Past: The Ladies tion—funds raised for battlefield preservation.
Memorial Associations and the Reburial of the
Confederate Dead
Saturday, July 25
- S. Waite Rawls III
Breakfast Homewood Suites (avail. 7 – 10 a.m.)

 Confederate cemeteries may be viewed all

over the South. Find out how they came into
existence.

“Obscured by Time: A Look at Some of R. E.
Lee’s Key Deputies in the 1864 Defense of
Richmond”
- Robert E. L. Krick

 A leading authority on Lee and his command-

ers will explain the 1864 defense of Richmond
by some of Robert E Lee’s great and not so
great lieutenants.

12:30 p.m. – 1 p.m. - Lunch at Homewood Suites
Included
“The United States Colored Troops at Richmond and Petersburg
-Panel with Ed Bearss, Emmanuel Dabney and
Jimmy Price
The United States Colored Troops earned glory
through mud and blood in the campaigns to take

8 a.m. – 6 p.m. - “Tour of Petersburg Campaign” - Bus tour led by Dr. Richard Sommers
and Ed Bearss
 Bus leaves from Homewood Suites
 Lunch Included
 Dinner on your own
Tour Description:
 Grant’s Headquarters at City Point
 Battery 5, one of the largest gun positions in
the Confederate lines

 Petersburg Visitor’s Center
 The “Crater” - scene of one of the most dramatic battles of the campaign

 Our tour will examine The Battle of Globe
Tavern, August 18-21, 1864. A stop at Fort
Wadsworth affords opportunity to discuss
one of the greatest Northern victories of the
entire Siege of Petersburg: the cutting of the
Weldon Railroad.:
Schedule continues on next page...

Continued from previous page...
 ...The Battle of Poplar Spring Church, September 29October 2, 1864. This battle allowed the Yankees to
break out from Globe Tavern and seize a key crossroads at Peebles' Farm, from which they would launch
all further offensives against Southern supply lines
during the Siege of Petersburg. Yet the combat also
enabled the battling Butternuts to beat back Union
efforts to cut those supply lines in late September. Our
tour will cover combat that surged up and down the
Church Road and will include visits to the Squirrel
Level Road, Fort Fisher, Fort Welch, Arthur's Swamp,
and Hart's House.

8:30 p.m. Insomniacs Session “Mr. Lincoln Comes to
Richmond: April 1865” by Mike Gorman
Sunday, July 26
Optional bus tour ($195):
Breakfast Homewood Suites (avail. 7 – 10 a.m.)
7:30 a.m. – 9 p.m.
“The Road to Appomattox” bus tour led by Chris Calkins
 Bus leaves from Homewood Suites
 Lunch included
 Dinner included
Sites visited include:
 Five Forks Battlefield
 Sailor’s Creek Battlefield
 Appomattox Court House
 And more!
More detailed descriptions of itinerary included on
www.CivilWarSeminars.org.
** Please note: Bus driver compensation is included
with each bus tour and we have eliminated the need for
“passing the hat.”

SEMINAR LOCATION

AND
HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS

All participants are responsible for arranging hotel
accommodations for the seminar and are not included in tour
price. Delicious breakfast each morning at

Homewood Suites
5996 Audubon Dr.
Sandston, VA 23150
804-737-1600
www.richmondairport.homewoodsuites.com
$109/night double occupancy plus tax. Special pricing
for participants based on room availability. When
making reservations for a room, mention Chambersburg Civil War Seminars. Use code CWS when registering online. Complimentary RIC airport transportation available through Homewood.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
APRIL 10-12, 2015 ED BEARSS SYMPOSIUM ON LEADERSHIP & COMBAT IN
THE CIVIL WAR
Based in Chambersburg, PA and includes speakers and guides like Dennis
Frye, Ed Bearss, Tom Huntington, Perry Jamieson, Wayne Motts, Richard
Sommers and others. Sessions and bus tour of Gettysburg.

MAY 15-17, 2015 WEEKEND WITH LANCE HERDEGEN & THE IRON BRIGADE
Based in Chambersburg, PA. and will include a bus and walking tour of South
Mountain, Antietam, and Gettysburg along with sessions by Lance Herdegen
and others.
SEPT. 24-27, 2015 “LINCOLN”
Based in Chambersburg, PA. Seminar with Ed Bearss and others. Includes an
optional bus tour of Gettysburg, the John Wilkes Booth Escape tour with Ed
Bearss and sessions.

July 2016 “GETTYSBURG DAY THREE & BEYOND”
Based in Chambersburg, Pa. Check www.CivilWarSeminars.org for more updates.

Thank you to our sponsor!

