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MR. LINCOLN’S ARMY AT GETTYSBURG, JOHN
WILKES BOOTH ESCAPE TOUR, & SESSIONS WITH
LEADING LINCOLN HISTORIANS: ED BEARSS, BOB
ALLEN, DAN VERMILYA, ED STEERS, JAMES GETTY,
WAYNE MOTTS, AND OTHERS.
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OUR SPEAKERS

Ted Alexander is the co-founder and host of our seminars.
He is the author, editor, or contributor to 10 books on the Civil
War and other aspects of American history, and more than 200
book reviews and articles for publications such as Civil War
Times and The Washington Times. He currently serves as
Chief Historian at Antietam National Battlefield.

Bob Allen has been leading John Wilkes Booth Escape
Route bus tours for the Surratt Society for 22 years. He
has also led escape route tours for The Civil War Trust,
the Gettysburg Institute, and various Civil War
Roundtables. Allen has written articles about the
assassination for various publications including Historic
Traverer Magazine, The Baltimore Sun and The
Philadelphia Inquirer. In addition, he has taught noncredit courses on the assassination at Carroll Community
College and for Towson University’s Auburn Society.
Ed Bearss is America's premier battlefield tour guide. Mr.
Bearss is a former Marine, serving in the Pacific in WWII,
and is the Chief Historian Emeritus of the National Park
Service. Author of more than 20 books and numerous
articles on the Civil War, he has been a featured
commentator on Ken Burn’s PBS documentary The Civil
War, History Channel, and C-Span. Mr. Bearss has been
a mainstay of the Chambersburg Civil War Seminars &
Tours since our founding in 1989.
James Getty is one of Gettysburg’s most recognized
residents and is a nationally-renowned Lincoln actor and
Lincoln historian. Getty has taken the stage in Gettysburg
cities, and towns across the nation with his interpretation
of our 16th President.
Col. John Fitzpatrick is a licensed battlefield guide
emeritus at the Gettysburg National Military Park. His
background includes serving in the U.S. Marine Corps as
a Tank Commander and as a Pilot. Colonel Fitzpatrick
now divides his time amongst guiding at Gettysburg,
volunteer veterans’ activities, and his commercial,
construction, and securities/employment arbitration
practice.
Bernadette Loeffel-Atkins is a native New Yorker and
has resided in Gettysburg for over 15 years. She has
worked as a freelance writer and photographer for
several years and currently manages a military history
bookstore in Gettysburg. Bernadette is the author of a
number of books including Widow’s Weeds and Weeping
Veils: Mourning Rituals in 19th Century America. She
currently serves on the board of Evergreen Cemetery.
Joe Mieczkowski is a Civil War living historian and
educator. Having received his Bachelor’s Degree from

Salem College and his Master’s Degree in Public
Administration from Pennsylvania State University, he
spent 37 years working with the Social Security
Administration. Mieczkowski is a past president of the
Gettysburg CWRT, licensed battlefield guide for the
Gettysburg National Military Park, and the author of the
book Lincoln and his Cabinet.
Wayne Motts is the CEO of the National Civil War
Museum in Harrisburg. A licensed battlefield guide at
Gettysburg National Military Park, he is the former
director of the Adams County Historical Society and is
the author of several works including a biography of
Confederate General Lewis A. Armistead.
Bob O’Connor is the author of more than seven history
and historical novels about John Brown, Lincoln, and
the Civil War. His novel, The Virginian Who Might Have
Saved Lincoln was named a finalist in the 2008 Best
Book Awards by USA Book News. Bob lectures
frequently and also serves as a volunteer at Harpers
Ferry National Historical Park.
Dr. Edward Steers is one of the foremost authorities on
the Lincoln assassination. He has written eight books
about Lincoln and other aspects of American history,
including the critically acclaimed: Blood on the Moon:
The Assassination of Abraham Lincoln. Steers has also
appeared on several television productions on the
History Channel regarding Lincoln’s assassination as
well as the Today Show.
Dan Vermilya is an interpretive ranger at Gettysburg
National Military Park and Antietam National Battlefield.
He is the author of The Battle of Kennesaw Mountain
and a biography of James Garfield.
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THURSDAY, September 24 (Optional Tour)
7:30 - 8 a.m. Early Registration at Hampton Inn
8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. “Mr. Lincoln’s Army at Gettysburg”
Bus & walking tour led by Ed Bearss
 Bus leaves from Hampton Inn
 Buffet lunch at Dobbin House included
 Dinner on your own
Tour Description:
Join master battlefield tramper Ed Bearss for a look at the battle from the Union Side. Sites to visit:
 McPherson’s Ridge
 Cemetery Hill
 Culp’s Hill
 Little Round Top
 And more!
Complete Weekend Package Begins
7:30 p.m. - “Abraham Lincoln and the Emancipation Proclamation” - Dan Vermilya
 One of Lincoln’s most important and controversial acts as
President was the Emancipation Proclamation. Vermilya
will discuss the challenges that faced Lincoln in dealing
with slavery and issuing this proclamation that changed
the entire course of the Civil War.
FRIDAY, September 25
Breakfast at Hampton Inn (Available 6 - 10 a.m.)
9 - 11:30 a.m. Sessions at Hampton Inn
 Sessions in North/South Room
 Buffet Lunch included at Hampton Inn
 Dinner on your own
Topics to discuss include:
 “Lincoln and His Cabinet” - Joe Mieczkowski
 President Lincoln’s cabinet included all of his major political rivals. The fifteen men who served in his Administration provide a fascinating look at the men and the politics
of the Civil War.
 “Lincoln’s Bodyguard” - Bob O’Connor
 Security for our presidents was very different in the mid 19th
century than today. O’Connor will discuss several people
who served as Lincoln’s “bodyguard.” Most notable were
Ward Hill Lamon and at the end a policeman, John Parker.
Our speaker will tell their stories in this fascinating presentation.
11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Lunch at Hampton Inn
12:30 - 5:30 p.m. Sessions
John Fitzpatrick
 “There is No Fail Here” - Lincoln at Gettysburg
- John Fitzpatrick
 We will examine the immortal Gettysburg Address by focusing on the tremendous problems and pressures impacting
President Lincoln: personal, political, and
policy. How the President overcame them, his three purposes, and how he achieved them will be explained.
 “Lincoln Treasures in the National Civil War Museum”
- Wayne Motts
 Join Wayne Motts, CEO of the National Civil War Museum
as he presents a program highlighting rare historical

treasures associated with Lincoln and his presidency in
the museum’s collection.
 “The Anomalies and Ironies Surrounding the
Assassination” - Bob Allen
 Edwin Booth once, previous to the assassination,
pulled Robert Lincoln from in front of a train, possibly
saving his life. Edwin Booth voted for Lincoln. Booth’s
mother and favorite sister both described the Confederates as “the enemy.” There are a lot of these stories. Listen as Allen covers the subject based on his
new article in the Civil War Trust’s Hallowed Ground.
5:30 - 7:30 p.m. Dinner on your own
7:30 - 8:30 p.m. Session
 “Lincoln, Myths, and Hoaxes” Panel Discussion with
Ed Steers and others
SATURDAY, September 26
Breakfast at Hampton Inn (Available 6 - 10 a.m.)
7 a.m. – 9 p.m. “John Wilkes Booth Escape Tour” Bus
tour led by Ed Bearss and Bob Allen
 Bus leaving from Hampton Inn
 Lunch included
 Dinner included
Tour Description:
Join Ed Bearss and Bob Allen as we trek the flight of the
assassin from Washington, D.C. to Booth’s death site at
Garrett’s Farm in Virginia. Sites to visit:
 Ford’s Theatre
 Surrat Tavern
 View Dr. Mudd House
 And more!
SUNDAY, September 27
Breakfast at Hampton Inn (Available 6 - 10 a.m.)
9 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. - Sessions at Hampton Inn
 Sessions in North/South Room
Topics to discuss include:
 “Abraham Lincoln: A Nation Mourns” - Bernadette
Loeffel-Atkins
 Abraham Lincoln’s assassination in 1865 set off a
wave of mourning that plunged the nation into deep
grief. 150 years later, discover how the nation
mourned his death, from his 20 day funeral procession to the mourning collectibles of the time.
 “Portraying Lincoln, a 32 Year Journey”
- James Getty
 Join us as the premier Lincoln presenter tells of his
years of research and speaking to diverse groups
around the country in his portrayal of the 16th
President.

Join our enewsletter! Be the first to hear about
upcoming seminars with brochures sent to your
inbox! Please call 717-264-7101 or email
lplessinger@chambersburg.org

HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS
All participants are responsible for arranging hotel
accommodations for the seminar and are not included in tour price.

Hampton Inn
955 Lesher Road, Chambersburg, PA 17201

717-261-9185

www.hamptoninn.com
$90/night double occupancy plus tax. Special pricing for participants based on room availability.
When making reservations for a room, mention
Chambersburg Civil War Seminars & Tours.

2016 Civil War Seminars & Tours
April 7-10, 2016 - Ed Bearss Symposium based in
Chambersburg, Pa.
May 19-22, 2016 - “Stonewall Jackson in the Valley”
with Keven Walker, Ed Bearss, and others. Based in
New Market, Va.
July 27-31, 2016 - “Gettysburg Day Three & Beyond”
with Jeff Wert, Ed Bearss, and others. Based in
Chambersburg, Pa.

www.CivilWarSeminars.org

Payment Policy: Full payment is due prior to seminar.
Cancellation Policy: -Seminar registrations cancelled prior to 72 hours before
a scheduled seminar are subject to a $50 per person administrative fee;
cancellations received within 72 hours will be charged 50% of the registration
fee, including partial registrations.
► Chambersburg Civil War Seminars and Tours, in making arrangements
for the transportation, accommodations and other services referred to herein,
acts only as an agent for the owner or operator, and its responsibility is limited
to that of an agent. By registering for the Chambersburg Civil War Seminars
with registration form, online, or phone call, participant or those traveling with
you agrees to defend, indemnify and save harmless the Greater
Chambersburg Chamber of Commerce, and their agents, servants and
employees, from and against any claim, cost, expense for liability (including
attorney’s fees), attributable to bodily injury, sickness, disease, or death, or to
damage to or destruction of property (including loss of use thereof) in
connection with any accommodations, transportation or other travel services
resulting directly or indirectly from any occurrences or condition beyond our
control.
► We reserve the right to make changes in the tours where necessary, due
to unforeseen circumstances. We do not like to cancel tours but if we must
cancel due to insufficient participation or other circumstances, our total
obligation will be to refund all monies paid to us for the specific event.
► We strive to accommodate all of our seminar participants. If you have
ANY dietary restrictions, please tell us during registration so we can make the
appropriate arrangements.
► All photos/videos taken before, during, and after events are the property of
Chambersburg Civil War Seminars & Tours. These will be used at the
discretion of the organization and may be used for marketing and advertising
purposes both online and in print.

REGISTER ONLINE AT

www.CivilWarSeminars.org
Or register by phone at 717-264-7101 or by mail:
Send below form w/ check or credit card information to
Greater Chambersburg Chamber of Commerce
100 Lincoln Way East, Suite A, Chambersburg, PA
17201
For questions contact: lplessinger@chambersburg.org

Pricing & Registration
Name:____________________________________________
Address:__________________________________________
City/State Zip:______________________________________
Phone:____________________________________________
E-mail:____________________________________________
□ Visa

□ Master Card □ Discover □ American Express

_________________________________________________
Exp.___________

CVV Security Code_________

Members of Chambersburg Civil War Seminars receive
seminar discounts. To become a member, attend one
seminar and receive discounts on all future seminars.

CWRT Member? We offer a special Civil War Roundtable
discount of 10% off when three or more Civil War
Roundtable members register for our complete weekend
package for the same seminar. Please call for details.

LINCOLN
Seminar registration fee schedule:
____$495 Generals Package (Entire seminar)
____$425 Members Complete Weekend (Thurs.
Evening thru Sunday)
____$450 Non Members Complete Weekend (Thurs.
Evening thru Sunday)
____$145 Thursday Bus Tour Only
____$50 Thursday Evening Only
____$135 Friday Only
____$275 Saturday Only
____$50 Sunday Only

