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Governor Matthew H. Mead’s Business Forum 
“Economic Horizons: National, State and Across Wyoming Counties” 

The Wyoming Business Alliance/Wyoming Heritage Foundation’s  
33rd Annual Wyoming Forum 

November 17-18, 2015 
Little America Hotel and Resort, Cheyenne, Wyoming 

 
Forum Registration - $250 ($275 at door)    Wyoming Celebratory Dinner - $100 

Forum and Wyoming Celebratory Dinner Package - $330 
 

 
Pre-Forum Event 
America Succeeds 

Timely Discussion - Forum Special 
Monday, November 16, 2015 

3:45 – 5:00 PM 
Teton Room, Little America 

 
 Moderator 
   Governor Jim Geringer, Wyoming’s 30th Governor, Cheyenne 
 
 Guest Speakers 

 
 *  Mike Johnston, State Senator, Denver, Colorado 
  ”Best speech on education… ever”, Forbes Magazine; Time 

 Magazine “40 Under 40”; Co-Founder and Principal of Mapleton 
 Expeditionary School of the Arts 

 
 * Tim Taylor, Co-Founder of America Succeeds – “Education Is  

 Everyone’s Business”, Denver, Colorado 
  
 * Harold Levy, Executive Director, Jack Kent Cooke Foundation; First 

 Non- educator of New York City Schools, Lansdowne, Virginia 
 

5:00 PM – 6:00PM 
“Live the Legend Reception” sponsored by Visit Cheyenne 

Cheyenne Room 
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FORUM PROGRAM AGENDA 
           

Tuesday, November 17, 2015 

Grand Ballroom 

7:00 AM – Throughout Day - Registration  

 Morning Moderator: Paul Radakovich, Chair, Wyoming Business    
    Alliance/Wyoming Heritage Foundation; Vice President,   
    Rocky Mountain Power 

 
  8:00 AM           Welcome and Special Introductions, Paul Radakovich, Chair, Wyoming  
     Business Alliance/Wyoming Heritage Foundation 
 

  8:15 AM  Opening Address…Governor Matthew H. Mead 
 
 8:30 AM  Cybersecurity…Wyoming, the World, and You, Too.  
 Co-Keynote Addresses… Don Dixon, Co-Founder of Trident 
 Capital Cybersecurity: IT Security, Financial Payments, and 
 Enterprise Software. “Venture Capital 100” list; Palo Alto,  
 California and 
 …David Simpson, Retired Rear Admiral, Chief of Federal 
 Communications Commission’s (FCC’s) Public  Safety and 
 Homeland Security Bureau which oversees public safety and 
 cybersecurity; Washington D.C.  
  

  9:15 AM    Response Panel 
   Moderator: Jeff England, Silver Star Communications, Member of the  
     FCC’s Cybersecurity (CSRI) Council, Thayne 
 
    Carmen Diehl, Joe’s Food Center, Upton 
    Cheryl Riley, AT&T, Cheyenne 
    Rick Schum, Blue Cross/Blue Shield, Cheyenne 
    Mary Throne, State Minority Floor Leader, Cheyenne  
   
 9:55 AM  Anthony P. Castillo, CEO and Chief Scientist, USDN Inc. 
  Shawn Mills, Founder and CEO, Green House Data, Laramie;  
  John Temte, Managing Partner, Temte Capital Management, LLC,   
    Laramie, Jackson Hole Global Technology Summit 
 
10:10 AM  BREAK  
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10:30 AM  Wyoming Success Stories  

    Round One – 10:30 – 11:00 AM   
 Andi Clifford, Assistant General Manager, Wind River Casino, 

Riverton 
 Dan Furphy, President and CEO, Laramie Chamber Business 

Alliance, Laramie 
 Ryan Smith, CEO, Memorial Hospital of Converse County, 

Douglas     
 
    Round Two – 11:15 – 11:45 AM    

 Tim Barnes, Black Tooth Brewing Company, Sheridan 
 Dave Hanks, CEO, Rock Springs Chamber of Commerce 
 Cheryl Shero, Gottsche Rehabilitation and Wellness, 

Thermopolis 
 

11:45 AM  Presentation of the Employer of Choice Award, Carma Corra & 
    Jan Torres, Wyoming Council for Women’s Issues 

 
11:50 AM  BREAK/LUNCH BUFFET 
 

12:30 PM  Lunch Program: “Never Quit: The Story of a Life Built  
   on Successful Missions” 
  Rob O’Neill, Navy SEAL, Team Leader 
  400 special operations and 52 military honors.  One of the most highly- 
  decorated combat veterans of our time. Fox News Special – “The Man  
  Who Killed Osama bin Laden.” 
  
  1:25 PM Special Wyoming Forum Recognition 
 
  1:30 PM  Meet & Greet/Photo Opportunity with Rob O’Neill – Ballroom Hallway,  
  North End by Fireplace  

   

 Afternoon Moderator: Fred von Ahrens, Vice-Chair, Wyoming Business   
  Alliance/Wyoming Heritage Foundation; Vice-President of    
  Manufacturing, Tronox, Green River 

  2:00 PM  AFTERNOON PROGRAM BEGINS 

  Wyoming Success Stories  

    Round Three – 2:00- 2:30 PM    
 Jim Auge, Vice-President, Teton Motors, Jackson 
 Doug Weedin, President and CEO, Pinnacle Bank of 

Wyoming 
 Bob Womack, Vice-President/General Manager, Spradley- 

Barr Motors, Cheyenne     
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    Round Four – 2:30 – 3:00 PM     

 Juan Reyes, Owner, MR Angus Ranch, Wheatland 
 Pam Thayer, Executive Director, DDA/Main Street, Rawlins 
 Luke Todd, The Sports Lure, Buffalo 

  3:00 PM BREAK 
 

  3:20 PM  School Readiness…ROI for Tomorrow? 
 
  Co-Moderators: John Hay, III, Chairman of the Board, Rock Springs  
  National Bank, Rock Springs;  
    Fred von Ahrens, Vice-Chair, Wyoming Business    
   Alliance/Wyoming Heritage Foundation; Vice-President of    
   Manufacturing, Tronox, Green River 
 

  Skip Oppenheimer, Chairman and CEO, Oppenheimer   
  Companies, Boise, Idaho; Chair, Idaho Business for    
  Education; Member, Boy Scouts of America National Board 
 
  Panelists 
    Jim Hearne, Retired, McGee, Hearne & Paiz, LLC, Cheyenne 
    Brett Johnson, Assistant District Attorney, Casper  
    Mark Kinner, State Representative, Sheridan  
    Jan Lawrence, Basic Beginnings, Laramie     

 

  4:30 PM Wyoming Success Stories  

    Round Five – 4:30 – 5:00 PM 

 Megan Degenfelder, Cloud Peak Energy, Gillette 
 Dan Dockstader, State Senator, Afton 
 Tom Thorson, Black Hills Bentonite, Casper 

     
 
     

5:00 pm – ADJOURN 
BREAK FOR BUSINESS HALL OF FAME CELEBRATORY DINNER 
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Celebratory Dinner…Wyoming Business Hall of  Fame 

  

Wyoming Business Hall of Fame Program 

Grand Ballrooms A & B 
 
    5:45 – 6:30 PM  No-Host Reception 
    6:30 – 7:30 PM  Dinner 
   7:30 – 8:30 PM  Program 
 
    Masters of Ceremonies: Lynne Michelena, Chair, Wyoming Business  
   Council and Paul Radakovich, Chair, Wyoming Business   
   Alliance/Wyoming Heritage Foundation 

  

 
 

HONOREES 
       Pioneer 

 William F. “Buffalo Bill” Cody 
 
Historic   
    Curt and Marian Rochelle, Rawlins 
 

 Newell Sargent and Forrest Clay, Worland 
Contemporary 

 George Bryce, Casper 
 
 Jim Neiman, Hulett 
 
 Dave Reetz, Powell 
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Wednesday, November 18, 2015 

 Morning Moderator: Paul Radakovich, Chair, Wyoming Business    
    Alliance/Wyoming Heritage Foundation; Vice President,   
    Rocky Mountain Power 

 

7:00 AM – 8:30 AM  TOUR 23 Breakfast Meetings/Seven Concurrent  
     Sessions 

    Breakfast Buffets Outside of Meeting Rooms/ 

      Open at 6:45 AM 

     Moderators: 2 Each Session/One Wyoming   
      Business Alliance Steering Committee   
      Member, One Wyoming Business Council,  
      and One Member of Governor’s Staff 

     Sheridan Room: West Central Region: Fremont and Teton  
       Counties  

     Sinclair Room: East Central Region: Converse, Natrona and  
       Niobrara Counties 

     Wyoming Room A: North East Region: Campbell, Crook,  
      Johnson, Sheridan, and Weston Counties 

     Wyoming Room B: North West Region: Big Horn, Hot   
      Springs, Park, and Washakie Counties 

     Wyoming Room C: South Central Region: Carbon and   
      Sweetwater Counties 

     Wyoming Room D: South East Region: Albany, Goshen,  
      Laramie, and Platte Counties      

     Yellowstone Room: South West Region: Lincoln, Sublette,  
      and Uinta Counties 

8:30 AM BREAK 

 

8:45 AM TOUR 23…A Wyoming (and America) First! Conclusions  
  and Next Steps 

 Introductions and Moderator: Ron McCue, CEO, Silver Star   
  Communications 

 Regional Report Outs Corresponding to the Wyoming Business  
  Council’s Seven Regions 

 9:45 AM BREAK 
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10:00 AM    Wyoming Success Stories  

    Round Six– 10:00 – 10:20 AM 
 Don Haught, Valley Plumbing and Heating, Torrington 
 Tom Wasserburger, Owner, Best Western Pioneer, Lusk 

10:30 AM Government Performance: A Leadership Necessity  

   Robert Behn, Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachusetts 

  Moderator: Tim Stubson, House Speaker Tempore, Casper 
   

   Response Panel: Wyoming Realities…and New Horizons 
 

 Rosie Berger, House Majority Leader, Sheridan 
 Kermit Brown, Speaker of the House, Laramie  
 Drew Perkins, Senate Vice-President, Casper 
 Tony Ross, Senate Appropriations Committee Chairman, Cheyenne 
 Mary Throne, State Minority Floor Leader, Cheyenne 

  12:00 NOON – Forum Adjourns 

Go to www.wyomingbusinessalliance.com to register or call (307) 577-8000. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.wyomingbusinessalliance.com/


8 

 

2015 FORUM SPONSORS 
  
Conference Level 
Admiral Beverage 
  University of Wyoming 
  

Platinum Level 
Jonah Bank

McMurry Foundation 
Rocky Mountain Power  
True Companies 
  Wyoming Humanities Council  
 

Gold Level  
Anadarko Petroleum

bp America 

Cameco Resources  

  CAP Logistics 
Cigna Healthcare 
Devon Energy  
First Interstate Bank  
Groathouse Construction  

HUB Insurance 
Joe Scott Enterprises
John P. Ellbogen Foundation 
Neiman Enterprises
UnitedHealthcare

Wells Fargo
Wind River Casino
Wyoming Business Council 
Wyoming Liberty Group  

Wyoming Medical Center  
 

Silver Level  
AARP
ANB Bank 
  Buffalo Bill Center of the West  

Cheyenne Light, Fuel, and Power  
McGarvin-Moberly Construction 
Memorial Hospital of Converse County
QEP Resources
Tronox
Ultra Petroleum

US Bank  
Wold Foundation 
Wyoming Community Foundation 
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Bronze Level  
AT & T

BC/BS of Wyoming

  Black Hills Bentonite 
  CenturyLink   
  Cloud Peak Energy
Holland & Hart LLC 
Laramie Chamber Business Alliance 
McGee, Hearne & Paiz, LLP    

Pinnacle Bank of Wyoming 
United States Department of Agriculture Rural Development
Wyoming Catholic College  
 

Contributors  
Casper Star Tribune  
Cowboy State News Network  

Dandee Party Rentals
Express Printing  
  KCWY Channel 13 
  Little America Hotel and Resort  
  Townsquare Media  

Visit Cheyenne  
Wyoming Economic Development Association 
Wyoming Tribune Eagle   
 

 

TOUR 23 2+2 Sponsors 
 
ANB Bank, Cheyenne 
Bank of Commerce, Rawlins 
Bank of Thermopolis, Thermopolis 
Best Western Pioneer, Lusk 
Big Horn County Commissioners 
Big Horn Federal Savings & Loan, Thermopolis 
Big Sky Ford & Lincoln, Torrington 
Bob Ruwart Motors, Wheatland 
Cameco 
CAP Logistics, Denver 
Choice Aviation, Cody 
Casper Area Economic Development Alliance 
Compassionate Journey – A Home Health Agency 
First Bank of Wyoming, Cody 
First Interstate Bank, Laramie 
First State Bank of Newcastle, Newcastle 
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GDA Engineers, Cody 
George Bryce, Casper 
Gottsche Rehab & Wellness, Thermopolis 
IDEA, Inc., Riverton 
Jackson Hole Mountain Resort, Jackson 
Jonah Energy, Pinedale 
KBJ Economic Development, Buffalo 
LEADER Corporation, Lander 
Lincoln County Commissioners 
Memorial Hospital of Converse County, Douglas 
Mike Nickel, Sheridan 
Pinnacle Bank, Thermopolis 
Pinnacle Bank, Torrington 
Rare Element Resources, Sundance 
Rock Springs National Bank, Rock Springs 
Sheridan County Chamber of Commerce 
Silver Star Communications, Afton 
Sundance State Bank, Sundance 
The Real Estate Connection, Cody 
Town of Greybull 
Town of Lovell 
Tronox, Green River 
Union Cellular, Kemmerer 
Union Telephone, Uinta County 
Wyoming Medical Center, Casper 
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EVENT REGISTRATION 
 
 Register now to ensure that you don’t miss out on this 33rd Annual Event! 

 
Please respond by email to wyba@wyomingbusinessalliance.com or fax your request to 
(307)577-8003.   Make checks payable to WYOMING HERITAGE FOUNDATION, a 501(C) 3 
organization, 145 South Durbin St., Ste 101, Casper, WY  82601, if you are NOT registering 
online   

 
Governor Matthew H. Mead’s Business Forum and 2015 Wyoming Business 
Hall of Fame Celebratory Dinner Registration (dinner and Forum registration) 
$330 in Advance          _____                              
 
 
Governor Matthew H. Mead’s Business Forum (without Wyoming Business 
Hall of Fame Dinner) 
$250 in advance, $275 at the door       _____ 
 
 
2015 Wyoming Business Hall of Fame Dinner, Tuesday, November 17, 2015 
$100 (dinner only) – advance tickets only, no sales at door    _____ 
 
Wyoming Forum Exhibit Hall – Booth; booths include an 8-foot table, skirting and two chairs.  
Banners or other company signage will be permitted.  Booth fee: $300 (booths must be 
manned by a registered attendee) 
No refunds will be given for booth space after Nov. 9, 2015    _____ 

Display setup at 3:00 PM Monday, November 16, 2015. 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 
The cost to participate is $250 in advance or $275 at the door.  Attendees will enjoy a complimentary 
reception on Nov. 16, lunch on Nov. 17 and breakfast on Nov. 18.  A full report on the conference will 
be sent to participants. 
 
Online: http://business.wyomingbusinessalliance.com/events/details/2015-governor-matthew-h-
mead-s-business-forum-143 
 

Email: wyba@wyomingbusinessalliance.com 
Call: 307-577-8000 
Fax: 307-577-8003 
Mail: 145 South Durbin Street, Suite 101 
         Casper, WY  82601 
Make checks payable to: WYOMING HERITAGE FOUNDATION, a 503(c) 3 organization, if you are 
NOT registering online. 

 

mailto:wyba@wyomingbusinessalliance.com
http://business.wyomingbusinessalliance.com/events/details/2015-governor-matthew-h-mead-s-business-forum-143
http://business.wyomingbusinessalliance.com/events/details/2015-governor-matthew-h-mead-s-business-forum-143

